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FOREWORD

Dr. Prabhakar Apte, M. A, Ph. D. LL. M. Advocate,
Editor, Sanskrit Dictionary, Deccan College, Pune.

Pandit Ogeti Parikshit Sharma is well known as a prolific
Sanskrit writer and poet to the readers of modern Sanskrit
literature for over a decade. ‘ Poetry isa spontaneous overflow
of powerful feelings’ has been justified by him in case of a
classical language like Sanskrit. His SfG¥T has been  keeping
the poet in him, restless and has succeeded in arousing his lite-
rary  creativity. - Consequently he has been instrumental in
composing one—act plays; lyrics, Mahakavyas etc. When one
of his books sees the light of publication, some other is already
in press, while still other is in a manuscript form. Everytime
he has been conceiving some fresh ideas about the mode, the
type and the style of the literary creation in the offing. I have
been reading :with appreciation his prolific writings and had
rarely an opportunity to present review of his creations, I feel
proud that I got this time the honour of writing a foreword to
one of his mature creations, namely, Eﬁﬁﬁ-lﬁﬂﬁn, a work on
poetics.

It is a venture in an analytical field, nevertheless it has
been a product of his creative IfG¥T blended with poetic
analysis based on musings on his own literary pieces of art.
The speciality of this book lies in its structural presentation.
The author has manifold contribution of his own. The first
and foremost contribution lies in the theory propounded by
him that  Beauty is the soul of poetry ’ ( ®ISHTHT Hﬁ&& qq ).
The second speciality lies in the conviction of the author that
¢ Beauty is the soul of the Universe’, He has proceeded to
write his book on poetics on the lines of the KavyamimaZmsa
of , Rajashekhara, the Sanskrit poetician of renown, While
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Rajashekhara inspired him to choose the title of the present
work, apparently Pandité.raj Jagannath, the author of Rasa-
Gangadhara inspired him in.choosing the examples for his poetic
analysis either from his own creations or composing those
afresh while presenting the poetic analysis. Panditaraj Jagannath
said rhetorically, ¢ Does the musk-deer ever think of smelling
the flowers even mentally while it bears the inusk-productivi'ty'
Dotential in itself ?’ ( T Wsud gaaat gaarsfy T | FER G-I

iRaar T | ). Pandit Pafikshit Sharma has followed this suit
in this respect,

One more speciality of this book lies in sixteenfold division
subdivided into as many as two hundred eightyfive topics. These
topicsare self-dependent units of literary and analytical beauty,
As such'these can be appreciated as independent units of literary
enjoyment. The arrangement is comparable to the competidia of
Subhashitas buniched intoPaddhatis or Vrajyas, As'a result,
the two hundred and eightyflve ‘topics in Qﬁwﬁ.:ﬁ;ﬁqr Maiee
turned to be ' beauty spots’ of twofold Universe : of djvine
and of poetic creation, The firm conviction 'of the author that
beauty is the Soul of universe of god as well ag of poets has
bestowed on him all-pervasive, all-comprehensive and pepetra-
ting aesthetic vision. As a poet his spectrum of €Xperience is
calidoscopic. He is equipped both with the traditional ‘poetic
conventions ( HEY a’#a) as well as modern poetic conventions
based on the life around, enriched with advanced science and
technology. Thus, for instance, the author happens to finely
blend the structural formation of sunlight with seven coloufrs
denoted by the formula: VI B G Y O R with the traditional
convention of seven musical notes endowed with seven colour
shades. Pandit Sharma has abbreviated the  Sanskrit terms :
S+, 98y, 1@, gRa, 419, IKE, ‘and IFas T f g@ qrand'<,
The author concludes his observations that music is embellished
with video colours. Pandit Sharma believes that the entire
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Universe is beautified due to the colourful spray of the sunrays,
constituted of the spectrum of seven. colours. His wide range
of appreciation of cosmic beauty stretches from the limbs of
human body on one side and the perception of the Yonder-Sun
(S ETaTRA ) on the other, Thus in his about three hundred
items of poetic appreciation, we find the traditionally conven-
tional objects of poetic appreciation such as the moon, the
flowers, and _ various aspects of the bountiful nature, aspects
of feminine beauty, appreciation of the delicacies of fine arts
like music, dance, drama, art and architecture etc.

The genuine speciality of Pandit Sharma’s aesthetic
appreciation lies in its extention to such inconceivable fields as
Yoga with its various postures and Ayurveda, the medical
science. The headings chosen for these topics JTaT: iﬁﬁﬁqfé:
and angﬁ{: gegLAT: are indeed worth appreciation. For
the author, all the stages of life from childhood to oldage
are beautiful; masculine beauty is also worth appreciation. ‘I'he
author has drawn upon authorities from such $astras as
Dharmasastra, Natyadastra, Kamadastra etc,, while elaborating
his appreciations, These authorities are, however, applied
to various aspects of modern social life SO as to cover such
items of panIndian nature as WITET and FMIEY dance, STAVR
and other regional folk songs, Pt. Sharma as a poet and poetician
does not fail in his duty in classifying the forms and norms of
poetic beauty coupled with the beauty of actual life. He has
presented a gradation of beauty as Iuq, sz and ¥T9H physical

as well as spiritual, inward and outward, abstract and concrete
etc. etc.

Pt. Sharma’s literary pieces of art are often a target of
criticism mainly on two points ¢ he is often said to take liberty
with Sanskrit grammar in use of forms. Secondly, he is said to
take liberty and indulgence in erotic descriptions. About the
first criticism I would like to record the oft.quoted Sanskrit
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saying: ﬁ'{{@m %39:. I must, however, say that I was obliged
to comment on his TOIATEHIRA, that his wheels often get
arrested in pitfalls of grammatical irregularities resulting in
hindering the smooth journey of his 9fdqT, While reading the
present work, however, I found my reading journey much
smoother. Pt. Sharma, as his own colophon informs us is a
scholar of Telugu and Sanskrit languages. That may justify the
influence of Dravidian usages such as & for & in Sanskrit
language. This has to be appreciated as a style. About the
point of liberty in erotic descriptions, it can be viewed with
various angles and the assessment could  be in different
grades, I am placing my views in my own way. A poet
basically an attist enters into various revelations switching
over from one role to another like an actor momentarily identi-
fiyng himself with the partticular role. His experience goes on
relishing the tastes of all the nine rasas and IR is termed
as TEITST, Pt, Sharma shares common feelings with the class of
poets on that point. His feelings find expression in the title of
one of his topics. HIREIFRIY TTArad TREWEIR ( no, 150 ):
¢ the beauty of erotic union is the supreme Eof all the earthly
beauties.” This would explain the stand of the author on this
point.

I am aware that I am not writing the review of this book
but only a foreword. I should therefore not enter into critical
analysis of the contents, I feel, however, confident that this book
of Pt. Parikshit Sharma would render intermittant fountains of
pleasure to readers, the TS class. They will certainly like to
set out with the author for an enjoyable aesthetic chase. Al
the end, I want to make an humble submission to them {hat
valued returns would await per chase of the beauty spots of
qegg-drarmr,

1999, Sadashiv Peth, Dr. Prabhakar Apte
Tilak Road, Pune 30.



(x1)
PREFACE

I have profound pleasure in bringing out the treatise
entitled Saundarya Mimarsa in sanskrit language to all lovers of
Aesthetics, It has all along been my ardent desire to compose
aesthetics  in sanskrit < language and I rarely dreamt that my
endeavour would fructify so soon,

The entire-work has been tailored by me in my own way
in sixteen prakaralas, two hundred and seventy five sfitras and
four hundred ninty one stanzas. All these sfitras and stanzas
etc, are my own creations in a lucid language exhibiting spontas
nity of thy inner-most talent, I have the privilege to state in
humble manner that I am a poet endowed with inborn great
sensitivity. Vedic hymns are the main source of my inspiration
in composing the Saundarya Mim&amsa.

I do not follow any works of others, The Saundarya
Mimams3 is a creative world of my own in the field of sanskrlt
Aesthetics. I have tried my best to explain beauty of the
Universe in all aspects. I have tried sincerely to express my
notion . that beauty is truth of the world and it itself is the
soul of poetry and also is an ultimate reality of the Universe,
I have depicted the idea in every syllable of Saundary Mimarisa
that beauty is formed in the Universe on account of the sun-
rays and five elements and divinity of sandhya. Sandhy3 is the
creator of nature and also a giver of life. (3) ¢ AT E]T?T'Zﬁﬁof-
aeafte gd ACAT Sa: qEGA= V7 () ¢ @qan ARy awsy R acah
s qeisR asafy sy FEl awERy fawfs fag:
gaaf gaig: ? ()  gaFansd qramikamRgTa $I SR AE
e NRARASHTATIREAT =TT .

Having taken the above lines of the Veda I have elaborated
the idea in a colourful way as it is an universal truth. About
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beauty many world famous poets and saints had expressed in
exhaustive manner in their treatises and also in their poetry,
This subject is as old as mountains. But I have taken truth
from the oldest text of the world, viz. Rigveda and elaborated
lawfully and logically in all aspects of beauty in my own way.

I request the readers to go through the Paragraph with a
broad out-look and also with a view point of linguistics. As it is
the practice of the Dravidian Sanskrit writers and poets, I have
used in the places of BT T A letters T B T, 2§ d F letters
respectively. On accunt of these substitutes there would not be
any meaning change. For an example : ¥ ) Sgms=Ugma
R) WE=T]A %) WTT=q1F ¥ ) @WI=\E Y ) q=IS=H>ID
§ ) FKTI=BIBITE 9) ATSAAT=HISA=A etc. on the contrary
it shows that it is a kind of style of the Dravidian Sanskrit
poets and also writers.

I am grateful to every individual who devoted their
valuable time to write their opinious about this Saundarya
Mimamsa.

My efforts will be rewarded if scholors in the field malke
constructive survey and offer suggestions for future work;

“ Beauty is truth, truth is beauty — That is all ye know

on earth and all ye need to know.”’ — J. Keats.
Vijaya Dasami Yours,
20th October, 1988 0. Parikshit Sharma

Pune.
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.+ Bio-data of Pandit
Ogeti Parikshit Sharma

Name - Ogetl Parikshit Sharma

Date of Birth : 20th August 1930

Nationality : Indian

Mother Tongue : Telugu

Traditional Tongue : Sanskrit

Languages known : Telugu, Sanskrit, English, Hindi & Marathi

Residential Address : 10/11, Sakal Nagar, Baner Road, Pune 7.
Maharashtra. India.

Aocademic Qualifications :

1) Bhasha Praveena ( Telugu & Sanskrit ) Andhra
University.

2) B. A. ( English, Sanskrit, Hindi, Ancient Indian
Culcture & Archaeology), Banaras Hindu University.

3) M. A. (Sanskrit & Prakrit ), Bombay University.

4) M. A. ( Linguistics & English ), Bombay University.

Award ; Recipient of All India Kalidasa Award (For Yasodhara
Mahakavyam, 20 Cantos ).

Titles : Pandit,Mahakavi & Girvana-Geya-Ka vimandala-Cakravarti.

Experience : Twenty years of teaching experience in Telugu,
Sanskrit & Hindi in different educational institutions
of Madras & Bombay.
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Service : Retir\ed Divisional Assistant Director — Government of
Maharashtra.

Journalism : A bona—fide student of Journalism—worked a few
months in English newspaper ¢ Free Press Journal ”
of Bombay and reported the performances of Sanskrit
Dramas.

Committee Membership : Many years a member  of Courses,
Committee for South Indianlanguages at S.S. . Board,
Pune-Maharashtra ( India ),

Papers submitted and read at various Oriental Conferences in
India & Abroad.
1) Musical Melodies in Sanskrit Literature.
2) Sanskrit is the Lingua Franca of India.
3) Sanskrit and Modern Indian Languages,
4) Natyasastra and Modern Dramatic Compositions.

5) In the Context of Sentiments, properly used Ragas and
Vrittas give inexpressible Ecs’sasy
6) The Intricacies of our Classical Dances and their
Integrity read in VIth World Sanskrit Conferen¢e held
at Philadelphia. U. S. A. 1984.

7) Folk Songs in Modern Sanskrit Literature read in VIIth
World Sanskrit Conference held at Leiden, The Nether-
lands, 1987. And also was the Chair-person for the
Modern Sanskrit Section,.in the same Conference.

Cultural Activities : :
1) gave talks in Sanskrit and sung his own Sangkrit lyrics
on All India Radio, Pune & Bombay.
9) Acted in Sanskrit dramas and also directed Sanskrit
musical ballets.
3) Delivered lectures on different topics inTelugu, Sanskrit,
English, Hindi & Marathi.

4) Participated in Sanskrit Kavi Sammelanas held at New
Delhi.
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5) gave vocal musical concerts in Sanskrit, accompanied by
modern orchestra, at Pune and Bombay.

6) Many a vime rendered own Sanskrit lyrics in schools,
colleges and universities.

7) Contributed poems, articles and also reviews of Sanskrit

Drama performances to various periodicals.

8) Some of the portions of his poems are prescribed for B.
A. & M. A. level of University of Rajasthan and Univer-
sity of Nagpur.

Hobbies : Teaching, writing poetry, attending musical concerts and
classical dance programmes and visiting panoramic
landscape, etc.

Published ( original ) works in Sanskrit :

) Lalita-Gita-Lahari.
) Yasodhara Mahakavyam

3) Aksaya-Gita-Rasmayanam
) Pariksinnataka-Cakram ( Twenty seven Dramas )
) Janapada Nrtya Gita Mafijari

) Saundarys Mimamsa ( Aesthetics )

’
7) Srimat Pratapa Ranayanam ( Epic )
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